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Mr. Nuno Soares
President, CURB Center for Architecture and

Urbanism - Macau

Profile

Nuno Soares is an architect and urban planner based in Macau since 2003, spreading his practice through
architectural design, teaching, and research.

Coordinator of the Architecture Programmes at the University of Saint Joseph, in Macau, Adjunct Assistant
Professor at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, and a frequent speaker, lecturer and juror
internationally.

He’s a member of the Steering Committee of the Education Commission of the International Union of
Architects (UIA) and the UNESCO-UIA Validation Council for Architectural Education, the Immediate Past
Vice President of ARCASIA Zone C and currently the Coordinator of the Cities and Territories Working
Group of the Congress of Portuguese Speaking Architects (CIALP). He’s a Director of the Architects
Association of Macau (AAM) and a Member of the Council of Architecture, Engineering and Urbanism of
Macau SAR (CAEU).

He founded and directs the Macau-based CURB — Center for Architecture and Urbanism, a non-profit that
promotes research, education, production and dissemination of knowledge in architecture and urbanism,
taking local issues to a global audience.

As principal of his own office URBAN PRACTICE, he develops projects ranging from the urban scale, to
architecture and design, both in Macau and abroad. His work has been exhibited at the UABB Bi-city
Biennale of Urbanism/Architecture (Shenzhen), Seoul Biennale of Architecture and Urbanism, and Venice
Biennale of Architecture.

Nuno Soares is an architect and urban planner based in Macau since 2003, spreading his practice through
architectural design, teaching, and research.
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Topic Title

Reframing the Urban Edge - Design Strategies for Macau x Zhuhai Waterfront

Topic Abstract

Throughout the centuries, the Pearl Delta was a territory of many borders: between water and land,
between jurisdictions, and between cultures. Urban edges were managed as hard boundaries and cities
grew independently, with little cooperation or competition, developing their individual characteristics. There
is a common practice of looking inwards that is ingrained in the mindset of key stakeholders and city
dwellers in these cities.

The Greater Bay Area plan creates a new framework and mindset, placing the water as a central element,
common to all. In years to come, waterfronts will be at the forefront of the urban development of each city,
playing a critical role in their sustainability and quality of life. This paper explores the potential of the GBA
plan as an opportunity for a paradigm shift towards mutually beneficial design collaborations that deal with
the rising water levels and further explore the potential of waterfronts as positive drivers for the urban
development of each GBA city. It advocates for a holistic Reframing of the Urban Edge and envisions the
Inner Harbour as a testbed for design strategies for the Macau x Zhuhai waterfront.
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